
 

 
 

Bongani	  Nqongophele	  
A	  driller	  for	  Lonmin,	  and	  a	  28	  year-‐
old	  father,	  husband	  and	  brother	  	  	  	    



 
 
 

Raphael	  Janaveke	  Liau	  	  
A	  rock	  drill	  operator,	  father	  of	  four,	  

last	  brother	  of	  a	  mining	  family	  



 

 
 

Modisaotsile	  Sagalala	  
An	  equipper	  at	  Lonmin’s	  Karee	  
mine,	  father	  of	  two,	  fiancée	  



 
 
 

Andries	  Ntshenyeho	  
A	  rock	  driller	  operator	  who	  worked	  so	  
his	  children	  could	  escape	  the	  mines	  



 

 

Telang	  Vitalis	  Mohai	  
From	  Lesotho,	  shot	  twice	  in	  the	  

back	  at	  scene	  2	  
 
 



	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

Molefi	  Osiel	  Ntsoele	  
A	  40-‐year-‐old	  rock	  drill	  operator	  
shot	  with	  33	  others	  on	  August	  16	  

 



 

 
 

Thobile	  Mpumza	  
A	  26-‐year	  old	  who	  joined	  the	  strike	  

just	  to	  get	  his	  job	  back	  
 



 
 

 

Sitelega	  Eric	  Gadlela	  
30	  years	  in	  the	  mines,	  father	  of	  11	  

children,	  sole	  breadwinner	  



 

 
 

Thabiso	  Thelejane	  
A	  driller	  for	  Lonmin,	  and	  a	  28	  year-‐
old	  father,	  husband	  and	  brother	  



 

 

Bongani	  Mdze	  
A	  28	  year-‐old	  father	  looking	  forward	  
to	  building	  a	  home	  for	  his	  family	  



 
 
 

Anele	  Mdizeni	  
A	  29	  year-‐old	  with	  big	  dreams	  who	  
was	  the	  laughing	  heart	  of	  his	  family	  



 

 

Makhosandile	  Mkhonjwa	  
29	  years	  old	  -‐	  ‘They	  have	  taken	  the	  
only	  person	  we	  could	  rely	  on.’	  



 

  

Mphangeli	  Tukuza	  
A	  42	  year-‐old	  operator	  and	  respected	  
man.	  	  His	  brothers	  are	  demanding	  to	  

take	  his	  place	  at	  Lonmin	  



 

Mphumzeni	  Ngxande	  
A	  38	  year-‐old	  rock	  drill	  operator	  for	  
whom	  working	  at	  Lonmin	  was	  his	  big	  

break	  



 

	  

 

Henry	  Mvuyisi	  Pato	  
35-‐year	  old,	  dedicated	  to	  his	  family.	  	  
‘He	  died	  for	  all	  of	  us	  on	  the	  mines.’	  

	   	  



	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

Julius	  Tokoti	  Mancotywa	  
Husband	  of	  Nowellington	  and	  father	  

to	  their	  eight	  children.	  
	   	  



	  
	  

Mzukisi	  Sompeta	  
A	  37	  year-‐old	  rock	  driller	  killed	  by	  

police	  on	  August	  16,	  2012.	  	  His	  father	  
died	  of	  a	  heart	  attack	  soon	  after.	  

	   	  



	  

	  
	  

Cebisile	  Yawa	  
He	  replaced	  his	  father	  as	  a	  rock	  

driller,	  and	  was	  25	  years-‐old	  when	  he	  
was	  killed.	  

	   	  



	  

	  
	  

Mafolisi	  Mabiya	  
He	  lies	  next	  to	  his	  uncle,	  another	  
platinum	  miner	  shot	  dead	  while	  on	  

strike	  in	  the	  1980s.	  
	   	  



	  
	  

	  
	  

Jackson	  Lehupa	  
A	  rock	  driller	  whose	  family	  are	  now	  
going	  hungry	  while	  the	  government	  

and	  mine	  do	  nothing.	  



	  
 

Michael	  Ngweyi	  
39	  years	  old,	  from	  Umtata	  in	  the	  

Eastern	  Cape.	  



	  
	  

Mgcineni	  ‘Mambush’	  Noki	  
The	  smiling	  ‘man	  in	  the	  green	  

blanket’	  was	  a	  30	  year	  old	  rock	  driller	  
and	  strike	  leader	  shot	  14	  times.	  	  	  

	   	  



	  
	  

	  
	  

Ntandazo	  Nokamba	  
He	  was	  36	  years	  old	  when	  he	  was	  
killed	  at	  Marikana	  on	  August	  16th.	  

	   	  



	  

	  
	  

Thabiso	  Mosebetsane	  
A	  49-‐year	  old	  who	  had	  worked	  long	  
as	  a	  gold	  and	  platinum	  miner.	  	  His	  
murder	  left	  3	  children	  orphaned.	  

	  



	  

	  
	  

Bongikosi	  Yona	  
A	  32	  year-‐old	  rock	  drill	  operator	  who	  
worked	  for	  Lonmin	  for	  2	  years	  before	  

being	  killed.	  
	  



	  
	  

Nkosiyabo	  Xalabile	  
At	  31	  years,	  he	  is	  survived	  by	  his	  

younger	  brother	  Mandlekosi	  (25)	  who	  
also	  works	  at	  the	  Lonmin	  mine.	  



 
 
 

Fezile	  Saphendu	  
A	  23	  year-‐old	  miner	  who	  had	  gone	  
to	  the	  mountain	  to	  deliver	  food	  to	  

his	  colleagues.	    



 

 
 

Khanare	  Monesa	  
He	  was	  looking	  forward	  to	  the	  birth	  

of	  his	  first	  child.  



 

 
 

Bablo	  Mtshazi	  
A	  26	  year-‐old	  who	  left	  school	  to	  
enter	  the	  mines	  to	  help	  his	  family.	  	  	    



 
 

 
 

Thobisile	  Zimbambele	  
A	  39	  year-‐old	  driller	  for	  Lonmin,	  

murdered	  on	  August	  16.	  
	    



	  
John	  Kutlwano	  
Legingoane	  

24years	  old,	  worked	  at	  Lonmin	  for	  5	  years.	  
Shot	  twice	  in	  the	  neck	  and	  head	  



Patrick	  Akhone	  Jijase	  
A	  miner,	  killed	  at	  scene	  1,	  after	  
being	  shot	  in	  the	  head	  and	  
forearm	  by	  the	  police.	  



	  
	  
Mongezeleli	  Ntenetya	  

From	  the	  Eastern	  Cape,	  worked	  at	  
Lonmin	  for	  12	  years.	  Shot	  six	  times	  

by	  police	  



	  
Thembinkosi	  Gwelani	  

Not	  employed	  at	  Lonmin	  but	  had	  
gone	  to	  the	  Koppie	  to	  take	  food	  to	  
his	  cousin.	  Shot	  in	  the	  back	  of	  the	  

head	  by	  police	  


